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MINUTES:  Meeting of signatories of the Chicago Invitation

31 October-1 November 2007 at Mariandale Retreat Center, Ossining, New York

Present:
Joanne Fernandez-McDermott, Rod Koopmans, Daniel Griswold, Tom Marsten, Ken Kobza, Daniel Meeter, Al Janssen, Harold Delhagen, James Reid, Okke Postma, Douglas Leonard, Mary Kansfield, Norman Kansfield, Bill Hertlein, Herman Harmelink, Melody Meeter, Jack Elliott, Everett Zabriskie, and James Hart Brumm

31 October, Wednesday

The meeting was convened with worship in the Chapel, led by Dan Griswold and Harold Delhagen, at 12:50 pm.

After introductions and expressions of personal hopes and expectations by the participants, Jack led us in a review of the agenda.

The minutes were reviewed and affirmed.  

There was discussion of issues around and actions of General Synod 2007.  It was noted that having CI people call delegates to provide information—not lobby, nor proselytize—was very helpful.

There was discussion about the letter from the General Secretary to classis presidents re: trust.

There was discussion of things signatories are hearing around the RCA about the General Secretary’s recent visit to Mid-Hudson Classis, the Historical Series Revolving Fund, organization of new congregations, the reported consideration of organizing classes around affinity rather than geography, and rumors of possible denominational mergers.

There was discussion of a planned meeting with the General Secretary, which is being organized and called by Carol Bechtel, vice president of the General Synod.  The following parameters for such a meeting were agreed upon by consensus.

· This cannot be treated as or portrayed as one of the conversations regarding missional structures as required by GS 2007 (R-16).  

· We will take minutes of this conversation, as we do of all CI gatherings.

· We need to collaborate with and honor Carol as an elected officer of GS and a CI signatory.

· We must be clear that we are not an assembly of the Church, but a group of office bearers who have signed the Chicago Invitation.

· There will be no preset agenda. We would like the General Secretary’s response to the CI statement as posted and signed by so signatories. We expect a discussion with the Gen. Sec. about the nature of the church, his ecclesiological vision, and its implementation in the RCA.

· Our expectation is to issue a joint statement with the Gen. Sec. at the end of the meeting.

Suggested date for the meeting:  Thursday, Feb 7, noon to Friday, Feb 8, 2008, noon, at Mariandale Retreat Center.

Spring meeting for signatories of the Chicago Invitation: Wednesday, April 30, noon to Thursday. May 1 (Ascension Day), noon at Mariandale Retreat Center.

Daniel Meeter presented a written draft of his proposal to establish a Society as a voluntary fellowship in the RCA to nurture and support pastors in their development as office bearers. 

Dinner break

Discussion of the ongoing work on proposed by-laws for the General Synod Council.  Those presented at GS 2007 were roundly defeated.

Discussion of various “Happy Heresies”:

· Staff-driven vs. assembly governed denomination

· Carver notions are not fully workable in assembly structures (according to Carver himself).  Worst outcome: accountability is compromised and dissention is redirected/ignored.

· Financial transparency continues to be a problem. On-line statements are voluminous, but no sufficiently clear summaries are given, especially of assets and liabilities.

It was agreed that the discussion on the Church Herald, and on Reformed liturgy/missional church, as listed in the agenda for the meeting, will be taken up the next day.

Recessed with evening prayers.


1 November, Thursday

Reconvened at 7:30 am with worship in the Chapel, led by Dan Griswold and Harold Delhagen, followed by fellowship around the breakfast table.

The group thanked the worship leaders and scribes, as well as Jack for his capable work as moderator.

Agreed that we need to begin encouraging several assemblies to write letters to the GSC on a continual basis, requesting information, clarification of positions, etc., evoking the pattern suggested by Luke 18:1-8.  Daniel M., Al, and James B. will prepare sample letters once topics have been suggested.

Agreed thet we need to continue preparing papers that can be accessed by potential GS delegates and others to help gain a wider understanding of issues facing the denomination from a Reformed context.  A conversational style is the best for doing this, where others can respond to preliminary papers and together we refine them, and the CI blog is the best tool for that.  Al will initiate this.

There was discussion of the final Happy Heresies:

· The Church Herald
· Is Reformed liturgy missional?  

Discussion of other possible, and perhaps necessary, strategies for bringing ecclesiological issues to the attention of the church.  All of us need to be on the lookout for appropriate issues and actions to complain against: Jim R. will help research complaint grounds.

We discussed the possibility of inviting some seminarians to attend CI meetings.  It was suggested that we might welcome non-signatories in as observers.  This needs to be discussed further.

The meeting adjourned with prayer led by Okke at 10:51 am.

Respectfully submitted,

James Hart Brumm (with the able help of Okke Postma)

